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History: How did life change in our locality in Victorian times? 

Years 5&6

Scheme of Work: How did life change in our locality in Victorian times? (Unit 12)

Links to: Citizenship Unit 9
Resources

Computer suite: to view maps, images, time tour and research in the History section of this resource. The BBC’s History for children website also contains excellent material to support this unit.

Downloads: Past in Present worksheet; Everyday Victorian Items 
Census returns (library or Yate Heritage Centre)
1) Introduction/before you go
It would be helpful if this unit is following on from the previous: What was it like for children living in Victorian Britain? Apart from preparing children with some prior knowledge of the era, the unit does offer an opportunity to study the Sturge and the Burges families who lived at Ridge House during Victoria’s reign. There seems to be plenty to find out about the families, both of which were active in the anti-slavery movement. Sharon Eubank’s research on this is a useful starting point. This is also the time to produce a class timeline if you haven’t already done one. A time tour of Ridge Wood could be a good way to go about this.

2) Who lived here in 1841? 

Children can find out who lived at Ridge House in the Victorian era by using this reosurce, but they may be able to suggest other sources of information (e.g. trade directories, census returns). It is not in the QCA Scheme of Work but it would be interesting to study a poor family in parallel with the comfortable families that occupied Ridge House with their links to the British Empire, the slave trade etc. The QCA suggest that you provide the 1841 census return, extract two areas of data, present in a graph and draw conclusions. There seems to be no reason why you couldn’t adapt this to reflect the Ridge House families and a quarry family or a servant at Ridge House. 

3) Who lived and worked here in 1891? What has changed since 1841 and why? 

This repeats the previous activity on the 1841 census, looking at what changed over the 50 year period. Obviously, the same fields of data need to be studied. Yate Heritage Centre may have pictures showing changes in transport and industry (see our section on the quarry). There is also a ‘drag and drop’ quiz on the BBC’s website of transport changes but it would probably be most suitable for lower ability children.
4) How did the arrival and expansion of the railways affect our area?

Show pictures of transport and industry in the local area in the Victorian period. Again changes in the quarry and quarry vehicles are marked and interesting. Discuss with the children whether changes in transport or changes to industry were the most important in their local area. Because the area has been quarried and mined and the old Dramway was crucial to transporting materials this is hard to answer, but worthy of investigation. (S Glos Coucil has produced a leaflet on the Dramway). Yate Heritage Centre and the Library should be able to help. Taking on roles extracted from census data, it is suggested that children can draw up the advantages an disadvantages of the railway coming to the local area. Again a focus on quarry workers could be useful as well as studying change from looking at the maps of the area over time (History section).

5) What evidence of Victorian times remains in our area? 

This section focuses on buildings and some of the best around are the historical images of Ridge House, the romantic Lodge, The Ridgewood Centre (former workhouse) contrasted with the plentiful modern development near these older buildings. 

Before you go: The time tour provides images of the House that once stood on the Ridge (just remind pupils of what they saw if the tour taken earlier).
On site: A visit to the Lodge can be contrasted with a modern building nearby (look at and sketch with labelling: windows, doors, roofs, styles of decoration, types or material used and how their uniformity can be an indicator of age). Encourage 

discussion about who lives/d there, what it was used for etc. You could then trace the avenue of walnut trees up to the Ridge and look for indicators of the past/take a walk through the past: Past in Present worksheet (find bamboo, specimen trees, oak pollard, haha, walnut ave, standing stone).
Follow up: Use this resource or the Ridge Wood booklet to answer some of the questions that come up about the Lodge, the walnuts and Ridge House. You could pose the question “What is it that gives a building its character?” which should be easy enough to elicit some answers if children have taken a close look at windows, doors, materials, chimneys, decorative features. How and why have buildings been modernised can also be considered.

6) How did life change in our locality in Victorian times?

This is the summing up section and it is recommended that it mostly focuses on hard facts integrated from census study, trade directories, school records, inventories map and field work. It would be a shame however, to miss the evidence of past times at Ridge Wood and the House in its heyday since children are asked to “summarise what they have found out about one way the local area has changed”
Apart from questioning and presenting information, it is an opportunity to conduct interviews, perhaps with a Friend of Ridge Wood, to make a display, exhibition, timeline, role-play drama of The Story of Ridge Wood. Many of the images taken during fieldwork may displayed and accompanied by images from the picture galleries on this resource. Presenting their outcomes by using ICT is especially encouraged. 

Please note that it may be possible to upload your project work to the website 
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